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ESA – Endangered Species Act 

Threatened: A threatened species is an animal or plant species likely to 
become endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a 
significant portion of its range. 
 
Endangered:  An endangered species is an animal or plant species in danger of 
extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 
 
Distinct Population Segment (DPS):  A distinct population segment (DPS) is a 
subdivision of a vertebrate species that is treated as a species for purposes of 
listing under the Endangered Species Act. To be so recognized, a potential 
distinct population segment must satisfy standards specified in a FWS or 
NOAA Fisheries policy statement (See the February 7, 1996, Federal Register, 
pages 4722-4725). The standards require it to be separable from the remainder 
of and significant to the species to which it belongs. 



Umbrella or Keystone Species 



Iconic  
Charismatic 
Megafauna 

•Grizzly 

•Wolf 

•Bald eagle 
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Distribution 

IUCN – International Union for 
 Conservation of Nature 



50,000 + in Lower 48 
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Some Quick Grizzly Numbers For 2014: 
 
 
 

 

• Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem –about  930 
 

• Yellowstone  Ecosystem – Between 757 and 1150 * 
 

• Cabinet/Yaak Ecosystem – about 50 
 

• Selkirks Ecosystem –about 30  
 

• North Cascades Ecosystem– less than 20 
 

• Bitterroot Ecosystem - None Known 

 



Grizzly Bear Recovery Zones 



History of Grizzly Bear Management in U.S. 

 Interagency Grizzly Bear Study Team (1972) 

 Grizzly Bear listed as Threatened Species (1975) 

 Recovery Plan approved (1982) 

 Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee (1983) 

 Recovery Plan revised (1993) 

 Distinct Yellowstone Population Segment delisted (2007) 

 Grizzly bear killed in Bitterroot Ecosystem (2007) 

 Yellowstone grizzly relisted (2009) 

 Yellowstone grizzly re-delisted (?) 

 Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem delisted ( ?) 

 

 



Distribution & Occupancy 

 
 Goal:  To manage a recovered grizzly 

bear population in eastern Idaho and 
to provide for a continuing 
expansion of that population into 
areas that are biologically suitable 
and socially acceptable.  Social 
acceptance of grizzly bears will 
depend on how management issues 
are approached and how much faith 
people have in managers. 

 



“Best Available Science” 



Big Brother is Watching! 



Some Useful Terms to Know 

Translocation: capture and release of bear at a distance beyond its home range, if 
known, otherwise beyond the ordinary home range size of bears in the area. The 
intent of translocation is to force the bear to establish a new home range far 
removed from the conflict situation.  
 
Relocation: capture and release of bear at a distance within its home range, if 
known, or a distance corresponding to the ordinary home range size of bears in the 
area (also see translocation).  Often, but not always, the intent is to remove bear 
temporarily from a conflict situation.   
 
Augmentation  refers to adding animals to an existing grizzly bear population. For 
example, grizzly bear population augmentation has occurred in the Cabinet 
Mountains of Montana. 
 
Re-introduction: refers to relocating grizzly bears into an area previously inhabited, 
but no longer occupied, by grizzly bears. 
 
Recovery: process by which the decline of an endangered or threatened species is 
stopped or reversed, or threats to its survival neutralized so that its long-term 
survival in the wild can be ensured, and it can be removed from the list of 
threatened and endangered species. 



Bitterroot Ecosystem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No known grizzlies at this time.   Last confirmed grizzly 
was shot accidentally by a black bear hunter in 2007. 
 
Recovery Plan has been accepted  by United States Fish & 
Wildlife Service, but has not been pursued by the states. 



North 

Cascades 

Ecosystem 

Recovery 

Zone 



• 1975 – Grizzly bear listed as threatened species, lower 48 states under Endangered 
Species Act 
 

• 1980 – Grizzly bear listed as an endangered species by State of Washington 
 

• 1982 – National Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan approved by FWS; revised in 1993 
 

• 1983 – Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee established 
 

• 1991 – 9,800 square miles of North Cascades ecosystem in Washington State 
identified as adequate habitat for grizzly bears. Grizzly bears are confirmed in 
locations from just north of Interstate 90 to the international border 
 

• 1991 – Decision made by Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee during winter 1991 
meeting to recover grizzly bears in the North Cascades 
 
 

Timeline 



 
• 1993 – Detailed habitat evaluation of the North Cascades ecosystem published 

 
• 1997 – North Cascades chapter added to National Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan 

 
• 2004 – Grizzly bear recovery plan completed for the British Columbia portion of North 

Cascades ecosystem 
 

• 2014 – NPS/FWS and cooperating agencies begin Environmental Impact Statement to 
determine how to restore grizzly bears in the North Cascades 

Timeline Continued 



 

NCE EIS Schedule/Key Milestones: 

 
 Notice of Intent and Public scoping - Spring 2015 

 

• Development of Alternatives - Fall-Spring 2015/2016  

 

• Notice of Availability of Draft EIS - Summer 2016 

 

• Public Comment Period – Fall 2016 

 

• Notice of Availability of Final EIS - Summer 2017 

 

• Record of Decision - Fall 2017 
 



2013  - 42 Bears 

Selkirk & Cabinet Yaak Recovery Area 









NCDE  
Northern Continental  

Divide Ecosystem 
2015 



Travel Routes  and Habitat use on Prairie and  Travel distances 
– potential I&E focus areas  for Conflict Prevention Measures 





Linkage & Ethyl- 2,800-5,000 miles in 3 years 
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•Greater 
Yellowstone 
Ecosystem 



Key 
Yellowstone 
Grizzly Bear 
Boundaries 



Pre 1970      ~300 Bears 

 

2014              757 /1150 Bears 

•Yellowstone 
Ecosystem 
Grizzlies Are 
Doing Well 

Source:  USGS IGBST 



Population Estimate using Sightings of  
Females with Cubs-of-the-Year 
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•Yellowstone 
Ecosystem 
Grizzlies are 
expanding 
their range 

Source:  USGS IGBST 



•Grizzly Bear 
Conflicts Are 
On The Rise 

Source:  USGS IGBST 



Density Index 1983-2007 (200-km2 grid cells) Density 
Dependence 
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•Greater 
Yellowstone 
Area Food 
Storage 
Orders 



From Virgil Moore – IDFG Director 
 • Greater Yellowstone Grizzly population -  We have an agreement with FWS to move forward with 

the delisting rule by the end of this year.  

 

• US Fish and Wildlife Service has committed to updating the Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan 
Supplement, Conservation Strategy, and publishing a proposed delisting rule by the end of the 
calendar year with final by this time in 2016. 

 

• Idaho, Montana and Wyoming will draft the necessary changes to the recovery plan and 
conservation strategy so those documents reflect the tri-state management framework that has 
been communicated to the Service over the past 6 months. 

 

• States will initiate the editing of both documents and have a draft submitted to the Service by 
September 30. 

 

•  Idaho will update the MOU, some modifications will be considered based on recent discussions. 

 

• The Service will further refine the documents in October with input from members of study team. 
We will fully brief the Commission at the November Commission meeting.  

 

• The published draft rule-comment period will conclude in April/May, 2016 (public and peer 
review), Service prepares responses to those comments and publishes a final rule (September ?, 
2016).   

 

• The Directors of ID,MT & ID will meet with USFWS Director Dan Ashe next week in Tucson at the 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) annual meeting.  











































 Sometimes 
    It’s hard to be     
 smarter  
   than the      
   average bear. 


